
 

Letter from Commodore Brian Muench

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0

Here we are in November 
already, sure seems like 
October really flew bye. 
What some beautiful 
colors we had last month, 
especially up north. 

We had quite a busy 
month down at the club. Every Sunday has 
been very popular for the Packer games (even 
though they keep losing). 
If you have any suggestions on anything from 
improvements to the club to new parties to run, 
please feel free to give me a call. 

The boat show and swap/open house and brat 
fry on October 2nd got off to a slow start due to 
cold and windy weather, but a few brave soles 
made the trip down to the club to look at some 
boats and enjoy a brat or hamburger. I would 
like to thank Jerry Hein for all his work he put 
into the show and everyone else that helped 
out. We will try it again next year.
There was a wonderful turnout for the prime 
rib stag night on the 12th. Thank you Wally 
Norkosky and help for another great meal. I 
know everyone will be looking forward to next 
years. 

I am sad to say that I was a little upset with the 
turnout for fall clean up on the morning of the 
16th. Only four people signed up and showed 
up to help out. We need more participation with 
events like this to keep our club and grounds 
looking good! We need to see some new faces 
helping out around the club! 

Oktoberfest was held on the 16th and there was 
a crowd of around 80 to enjoy some delicious 
German food. I would like to thank all of you 
who helped me run this fun party. A Halloween 
costume and scavenger hunt is planned for the 
30th. 

Coming in November, the down under (leg of 
lamb) party is on the 6th. There is a sign up 
sheet on the board. This was a fun party last 
year, so don’t miss out on it. 

Tom and Jerry night is on the 24th. Plan on 
stopping down to enjoy a warm Tom and Jerry 
and some good music, along with trying to win 
some door prizes. This is one of the biggest 
parties of the year, so stop down early and grab 
a seat and some food, and enjoy the evening.

Coming in December, the Change of Watch 
(Commodore’s Ball) will be on Saturday the 
11th. There will be a sign up sheet on the board 
soon. This is our formal attire night, and is a lot 
of fun with great food, and music. There again 
will be a New Year’s Eve party with live music. 
There will be a sign up sheet on the board soon 
with the price and all the details.

Well that’s all for now, I hope to see you down 
at the club. Please stop down and enjoy our 
fabulous Friday night dining, or just stop in 
some evening during the week for a cocktail 
and some conversation. Remember if you stop 
down for a Badger or Packer game; please bring 
a dish to pass. Please do not water the fake 
plants.

this issue
Commodore’s Thoughts

Commit tee News  

November & December Calendars

Sai lor ’s Page

Note from The 
Waves
The Waves needs your help 

with contributions in the form 

of letters to the editor, photos – 

old and new,  articles on water 

activities, suggestions, etc. ANY 

input is valuable! Drop them off 

at the club, mail to The Waves’ 

attention or email 

manitowocyachtclub@gmail.

com. We hope to make the 

waves more informative and 

interesting!
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November Events

November 1 Ladies Auxiliary 7pm

November 6 Down Under Party 

November 9 Stag/Steak Night 530pm (Past Commodores)

November 19 Clothing Sale 

November 20 Bean Bag Tournament (Duescher)

November 22 Board Meeting 7pm

November 24 Tom & Jerry Party (Shebesta)

November 30 Membership Meeting 7pm

www.manitowocyachtclub.com



Reminder:
If you sign up for a 
party you are 
responsible for the 
stated fees. Some 
events are limited so 
if you do sign-up and 
cannot come please 
call and cancel to 
open up space for 
other members. If you 
do not cancel and do 
not show, you will 
receive a bill. 

Congratulations  
to Keith Shebesta 
& Colin Rayford 
for 5 years of hard 
work! 

Thanks for all you 
do for our club!

Thank you!
Much thanks to 
Jude Gosz, Dean 
Duescher, Tracy 
Virnoche and Tim 
Hecker for getting 
the sailboats back
into storage!

House Committee
Jim Kocian, Chairman

As of October 15th we have served 5,265 
people for an average of 128 per Friday 
night dining.  

A friendly reminder when filling out a party 
application make sure you enclose a check 
with your application.  If you bring your own 
food or if your caterer is not on file with us 
you need to give us a photo copy of your 
insurance policy not a number but a photo 
copy of the policy. 

May all you snowbirds that are leaving 
for the winter enjoy your southern stay.  
Looking forward to your return in Spring!  
Thank you to all who continually come to 
our Friday night dining.  We enjoy seeing all 
of you.  Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Questions/concerns please contact me at 
905.1650 or at Timber Lodge 683.1819

Policy Committee
Jude Gosz

The club has a void of policies from 1992 
to 2006. It is very important that if you have 
any information on past policies to please 
submit them. All input will be very helpful. 
They may be dropped in the mail slot at 
the club. 

Veteran Stag/Steak Night - 
November 9th
Skip & Steve Pfeffer

On Steak/Stag Night November 9, Skip 
and Steve Pfeffer will pay the entry fee of 
$3 for club members who are veterans of 
the Armed Forces and will also pay the $5 
for non-member veterans. Plus provide 
one free drink for the veterans.

This is in appreciation for their service 
to our country. We deeply appreciate the 
sacrifices these men and women have 
made to protect the freedoms we all enjoy!

Sailing Humor

Committee News
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POWERBOATERS

Joe had saved up for many years and was finally going to purchase the fast offshore boat of 
his dreams. Shortly after hitting the water curiosity got to him and he pushed the throttle for-
ward. With the wind blowing his aging hair back he smiled until he noticed a marine patrol boat 
chasing after him. At first he speed up to run away then realized, that was the wrong thing to 
do. With a terrible feeling he slowed to a stop. The officer asked his name. A very frightened, 
“Joe”, was the response. Seeing that Joe was feeling really bad about being pulled over, the 
officer told him that if he could tell him a good reason for speeding his boat, he would let him 
go with just a warning. Joe thought for a moment then said; “My wife ran off with an officer 
and I thought you were trying to give her back!” With a smile the patrolman said; “Don’t do it 
again!” and left.

www.manitowocyachtclub.com

Meet Tim Hecker
Tim Hecker  is a member of the Board of Directors & 
Veggie Crew. He also has committed to being the 2011 
Treasurer.  Tim has a wife Kris, four step-children and 
one granddaughter. He loves coming to the club to talk 
to the great people. An interesting fact is that Tim has 
scored 300 in bowling!

Description: The present cast-iron Sheboygan Lighthouse 
commenced operation in 1905 and was moved to the end 
of the breakwater in 1915. Before this time, Sheboygan 
had been served by a second lighthouse located on North 
Point, the prominence one mile north of the harbor. The 
North Point Lighthouse was deactivated in 1904, and 
in 1916, the keeper’s dwelling was relocated just a few 
blocks inland from the bluff, where it has since been used 
as a residence.

Location: Located at the end of the north breakwater in 
Sheboygan’s harbor.

Latitude: 43.74955
Longitude: -87.6927

The lighthouse is owned by the Coast Guard. Grounds 
open, tower closed.

Sheboygan Breakwater - Lighthouses of Wisconsin
http://www.wisconsinharbortowns.org/

Visitors

Gary Heilmann from the Green Bay 
Yacht Club visited after a hard day at 
work in Manitowoc. See what reciprocal 
can do! 

Guests of Jim and Judy Kocian 
visiting from Arizona. They were in

 town celebrating their wedding  
anniversary.
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Events
Check out the 
club bulletin 
board for:
Meeting Minutes

Proposals

New Member Applicants

Event Sign-ups

Snap Shots

Stag/Steak Night Info

Club Waiting List

Plus much more!

Page 6

www.manitowocyachtclub.com www.manitowocyachtclub.com

Tom and Jerry Night
Wednesday November 24th
Starting at 6pm
Food - Music - Tom & Jerry Drinks - Huge Raffl e
Looking for volunteers to help that evening, also donations 
for raffl e will be greatly appreciated. There will be a sign up 
sheet for help and also for anyone to bring an hors d’oeuvre. 
Any questions call Keith Shebesta 920.973.0033

Please contact Chad Radtke, Social Committee Chair 
920.242.3045 or radchadtke@gmail.com with your ideas for club activities!

GO PACK GO!
Come cheer on the Packers
at the club! Bring a dish to pass 
and join the party. The Packer
schedule is loaded into our 
online calendar so check for dates!

Ron & Dolly at the Maritime Museum Commodore’s Ball

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Ladies Auxiliary 
7pm

2 3 4 5 
Pork Chops

6 
Down Under 
Party

7 8 9
Stag/Steak Night 
530pm

10 11 12
Deep/Pan Fried 
Catfi sh

13
Private Party 
1230-430pm

14 15 16 17 18 19
Fresh Walleye
Clothing Sale

20
Bean Bag 
Tournament

21 22
Board Meeting 
7pm

23 24
Tom & Jerry 
Night

25
Thanksgiving

26
Jumbo Peel & Eat 
Shrimp

27

28 29 30
Membership 
Meeting 7pm

November 2010

Brian & Dean Prepping for Oktoberfest

Tracy Enjoying a Afternoon Fire Windy October Day on the Lakeshore

Boat Show/Swap Tracy & Dean Volunteering at the Boat Show



All Past Commodores: 

Past commodores we 
need your help for the 
November Stag Night!  
Any past 
commodores who are 
still physically able to 
help with the November 
Stag Night please sign 
up now on the bulletin 
board. Without your help 
there will not be a Stag/
Steak Night.  

Any apprentices who  
still need hours should 
also sign up!

Contact:
Ron Stokes 682.3055
Bob Michaels 682.6559
for more information.
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Events Continued...
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Kahlenberg Industries, Inc.

http://www.kahlenberg.com/sound.html

Kahlenberg Industries, Inc., a manufacturer of marine equipment since 1895, designed and produced its fi rst 
marine air horn nearly 80 years ago. Today, the unending, long-term commitment to quality continues. Through 
ongoing refi nement and the introduction of new models, Kahlenberg Sound Signals have developed a 
reputation for quality worldwide, for their reliability, durable construction and distinctive sound.

Established in 1895 as Kahlenberg Brothers Company,  Kahlenberg Industries, Inc. has been family owned 
and managed since its inception over 114 years ago. 
Currently directed by the great-grandsons of founder 
William R. Kahlenberg, the company is 
continuing a proud family tradition of quality 
craftsmanship and service to marine and industrial
 customers.

The original three Kahlenberg brothers, Otto, William, and 
John, (in photo at right) began by constructing small steam 
engines for marine and stationary work. From this early 
beginning the company expanded, eventually marketing 
and selling gasoline and diesel engines across the globe. 
During World War II, Kahlenberg was the recipient of the 
Army-Navy “E” (Excellence) Award as the company worked 
around the clock producing marine engines, propellers, and 
air horns for the war effort.

From the beginning marine propellers were supplied with Kahlenberg engines.  Over the last several decades, 
Kahlenberg propellers have been used for a variety of industrial and marine applications.  Most notably, 
Kahlenberg Propellers have developed a strong reputation for extreme durability on inland river workboat 
installations.  

In 1930, in an effort to expand the product line during the 
Great Depression, William Kahlenberg’s son Roger 
developed the fi rst Kahlenberg Air Horn. Kahlenberg now 
manufactures a complete line of horns and sound signaling 
equipment that covers nearly any Marine, Industrial, Mass 
Notifi cation or Wide Area Warning application.  The U.S.
 Navy uses Kahlenberg Triton Piston Horns on aircraft 
carriers.  We have built musical air horns for megayachts 
that play the owner’s favorite songs at 140 decibels, at the
touch of a button.  Oil refi neries in the Middle East use our 
horns for evacuation alarms.  For those of you in the U.S., 
the chances are good that your favorite hockey team 
celebrates each goal with a blast from a Kahlenberg horn at the top of the arena.

In 2007, Kahlenberg purchased the marine and industrial divisions of Airchime Ltd., formerly of Langley, British 
Columbia, Canada.  Products previously manufactured by Airchime in Canada are now produced in our facility 
in the United States.

Kahlenberg Industries, Inc. is ISO 9001-2008 Certifi ed for the design and manufacture of sound signaling 
equipment, propellers, marine equipment, and manufacture of other custom metal products.  Marine sound 
signaling equipment is certifi ed by ABS, British MCA, Canadian DOT, and numerous other national authorities 
and classifi cation societies.

Distributed worldwide, all Kahlenberg products are proudly manufactured in Two Rivers, Wisconsin, U.S.A.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 
Roast Duck
Clothing Sale

4 

5 6 
Ladies Auxiliary 
7pm

7 8 9
Private Party
4-11pm

10
Chef’s Choice

11
Change of Watch

12 13
Board Meeting 
7pm

14
Stag/Steak Night 
530pm

15 16 17
Jumbo Peel & Eat 
Shrimp

18
Kid’s Christmas 
Party 

19 20 21 22
Tom & Jerry 
Night

23 24
No Dining

25

26 27 28 29 30 31
No Dining
New Year’s Eve 
Party

December 2010

What happens when 
Red and Blue boats 
collide?

(They become marooned!)

How much does it cost 
for a pirate to pierce his 
ears? 

(A Buccaneer!)

Where do you take a 
sick boat? 

(To the dock!)

Raffle Items Needed!
Please donate items for the Annual Tom & Jerry 
Night raffle. Clothing, baskets, gift certificates, 
wine, etc. Anything will be greatly appreciated. 
Please bring items to the club by November 
24th. We will keep a list of donations and you 
will be recognized in the next newsletter! 

1910

Present

Clothing Sale
November 19th and December 3rd
Stop in during Friday Night Dining. Great 
priced Manitowoc Yacht Club apparel! Lots of 
styles and sizes to choose from!
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Tom and Jerry Night
Wednesday November 24th
Starting at 6pm
Food - Music - Tom & Jerry Drinks - Huge Raffl e
Looking for volunteers to help that evening, also donations 
for raffl e will be greatly appreciated. There will be a sign up 
sheet for help and also for anyone to bring an hors d’oeuvre. 
Any questions call Keith Shebesta 920.973.0033

Please contact Chad Radtke, Social Committee Chair 
920.242.3045 or radchadtke@gmail.com with your ideas for club activities!

GO PACK GO!
Come cheer on the Packers
at the club! Bring a dish to pass 
and join the party. The Packer
schedule is loaded into our 
online calendar so check for dates!
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Brian & Dean Prepping for Oktoberfest

Tracy Enjoying a Afternoon Fire Windy October Day on the Lakeshore

Boat Show/Swap Tracy & Dean Volunteering at the Boat Show
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events are limited so 
if you do sign-up and 
cannot come please 
call and cancel to 
open up space for 
other members. If you 
do not cancel and do 
not show, you will 
receive a bill. 

Congratulations  
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for 5 years of hard 
work! 

Thanks for all you 
do for our club!

Thank you!
Much thanks to 
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Duescher, Tracy 
Virnoche and Tim 
Hecker for getting 
the sailboats back
into storage!

House Committee
Jim Kocian, Chairman

As of October 15th we have served 5,265 
people for an average of 128 per Friday 
night dining.  

A friendly reminder when filling out a party 
application make sure you enclose a check 
with your application.  If you bring your own 
food or if your caterer is not on file with us 
you need to give us a photo copy of your 
insurance policy not a number but a photo 
copy of the policy. 

May all you snowbirds that are leaving 
for the winter enjoy your southern stay.  
Looking forward to your return in Spring!  
Thank you to all who continually come to 
our Friday night dining.  We enjoy seeing all 
of you.  Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Questions/concerns please contact me at 
905.1650 or at Timber Lodge 683.1819

Policy Committee
Jude Gosz

The club has a void of policies from 1992 
to 2006. It is very important that if you have 
any information on past policies to please 
submit them. All input will be very helpful. 
They may be dropped in the mail slot at 
the club. 

Veteran Stag/Steak Night - 
November 9th
Skip & Steve Pfeffer

On Steak/Stag Night November 9, Skip 
and Steve Pfeffer will pay the entry fee of 
$3 for club members who are veterans of 
the Armed Forces and will also pay the $5 
for non-member veterans. Plus provide 
one free drink for the veterans.

This is in appreciation for their service 
to our country. We deeply appreciate the 
sacrifices these men and women have 
made to protect the freedoms we all enjoy!
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POWERBOATERS

Joe had saved up for many years and was finally going to purchase the fast offshore boat of 
his dreams. Shortly after hitting the water curiosity got to him and he pushed the throttle for-
ward. With the wind blowing his aging hair back he smiled until he noticed a marine patrol boat 
chasing after him. At first he speed up to run away then realized, that was the wrong thing to 
do. With a terrible feeling he slowed to a stop. The officer asked his name. A very frightened, 
“Joe”, was the response. Seeing that Joe was feeling really bad about being pulled over, the 
officer told him that if he could tell him a good reason for speeding his boat, he would let him 
go with just a warning. Joe thought for a moment then said; “My wife ran off with an officer 
and I thought you were trying to give her back!” With a smile the patrolman said; “Don’t do it 
again!” and left.
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Meet Tim Hecker
Tim Hecker  is a member of the Board of Directors & 
Veggie Crew. He also has committed to being the 2011 
Treasurer.  Tim has a wife Kris, four step-children and 
one granddaughter. He loves coming to the club to talk 
to the great people. An interesting fact is that Tim has 
scored 300 in bowling!

Description: The present cast-iron Sheboygan Lighthouse 
commenced operation in 1905 and was moved to the end 
of the breakwater in 1915. Before this time, Sheboygan 
had been served by a second lighthouse located on North 
Point, the prominence one mile north of the harbor. The 
North Point Lighthouse was deactivated in 1904, and 
in 1916, the keeper’s dwelling was relocated just a few 
blocks inland from the bluff, where it has since been used 
as a residence.

Location: Located at the end of the north breakwater in 
Sheboygan’s harbor.

Latitude: 43.74955
Longitude: -87.6927

The lighthouse is owned by the Coast Guard. Grounds 
open, tower closed.

Sheboygan Breakwater - Lighthouses of Wisconsin
http://www.wisconsinharbortowns.org/
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anniversary.
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Here we are in November 
already, sure seems like 
October really flew bye. 
What some beautiful 
colors we had last month, 
especially up north. 

We had quite a busy 
month down at the club. Every Sunday has 
been very popular for the Packer games (even 
though they keep losing). 
If you have any suggestions on anything from 
improvements to the club to new parties to run, 
please feel free to give me a call. 

The boat show and swap/open house and brat 
fry on October 2nd got off to a slow start due to 
cold and windy weather, but a few brave soles 
made the trip down to the club to look at some 
boats and enjoy a brat or hamburger. I would 
like to thank Jerry Hein for all his work he put 
into the show and everyone else that helped 
out. We will try it again next year.
There was a wonderful turnout for the prime 
rib stag night on the 12th. Thank you Wally 
Norkosky and help for another great meal. I 
know everyone will be looking forward to next 
years. 

I am sad to say that I was a little upset with the 
turnout for fall clean up on the morning of the 
16th. Only four people signed up and showed 
up to help out. We need more participation with 
events like this to keep our club and grounds 
looking good! We need to see some new faces 
helping out around the club! 

Oktoberfest was held on the 16th and there was 
a crowd of around 80 to enjoy some delicious 
German food. I would like to thank all of you 
who helped me run this fun party. A Halloween 
costume and scavenger hunt is planned for the 
30th. 

Coming in November, the down under (leg of 
lamb) party is on the 6th. There is a sign up 
sheet on the board. This was a fun party last 
year, so don’t miss out on it. 

Tom and Jerry night is on the 24th. Plan on 
stopping down to enjoy a warm Tom and Jerry 
and some good music, along with trying to win 
some door prizes. This is one of the biggest 
parties of the year, so stop down early and grab 
a seat and some food, and enjoy the evening.

Coming in December, the Change of Watch 
(Commodore’s Ball) will be on Saturday the 
11th. There will be a sign up sheet on the board 
soon. This is our formal attire night, and is a lot 
of fun with great food, and music. There again 
will be a New Year’s Eve party with live music. 
There will be a sign up sheet on the board soon 
with the price and all the details.

Well that’s all for now, I hope to see you down 
at the club. Please stop down and enjoy our 
fabulous Friday night dining, or just stop in 
some evening during the week for a cocktail 
and some conversation. Remember if you stop 
down for a Badger or Packer game; please bring 
a dish to pass. Please do not water the fake 
plants.
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Note from The 
Waves
The Waves needs your help 

with contributions in the form 

of letters to the editor, photos – 

old and new,  articles on water 

activities, suggestions, etc. ANY 

input is valuable! Drop them off 

at the club, mail to The Waves’ 

attention or email 

manitowocyachtclub@gmail.

com. We hope to make the 

waves more informative and 

interesting!
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B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
Ron Schmidt 920.323.1405

Gus Gospodarek 920.901.6664

Dave Singer 920.682.7224

Dean Duescher 920.629.1325

Brian Muench 920.860.4138

James Neuser 920.684.4093

Keith Laurent 920.901.8096

Karl Pagels 920.374.0014

Jude Gosz 920.684.0728

Tim Hecker 920.684.8294

Don Cisler 920.652.0468

Jim Kocian 920.905.1650

C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r s
House Committee: Jim Kocian

Building Committee: Keith Laurent

Sailing Committee: Tracy Virnoche

Grounds & Outside Committee:

Don Cisler

Social Committee: Chad Radtke

Finance Committee: Steve Pfeffer & 

Richard Kornely

Membership Committee:

Brian Schmidlkofer

Technology Committee: Heidi Koch

Lease Committee: Karl Birkenstock

Waves: Ron Stokes, Nan Hallock & 

Heidi Koch

Sgt. at Arms: Jude Gosz

Fleet Captain: Tracy Virnoche

Bar Manager: Maureen Shebesta

O f f i c e r s
Commodore: Brian Muench

Vice Commodore: Jude Gosz

Rear Commodore: Steve McMahon

Treasurer: Keith Shebesta

Secretary: Colin Rayford

Auxiliary President: Sandra Murray

The Manitowoc Yacht Club
815 Maritime Drive 
Manitowoc, WI 54221-0744 
(920) 684-3571
www.manitowocyachtclub.com
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November Events

November 1 Ladies Auxiliary 7pm

November 6 Down Under Party 

November 9 Stag/Steak Night 530pm (Past Commodores)

November 19 Clothing Sale 

November 20 Bean Bag Tournament (Duescher)

November 22 Board Meeting 7pm

November 24 Tom & Jerry Party (Shebesta)

November 30 Membership Meeting 7pm

www.manitowocyachtclub.com


